Chefs, Bartenders, Photographers, and More Celebrate the St. Croix Food & Wine Experience Cookbook with Launch Party at Eat@CaneBay

St. Croix, US Virgin Islands – August 4, 2011 - Chefs, bartenders, photographers, and many others who contributed to the design, development and promotion of the St. Croix Food & Wine Experience COOOKBOOK will get together to celebrate the successful printing of the book, which came out in April 2011. The book launch party will be at Eat@CaneBay on Friday, August 5 from 4:30 – 7pm.  


“We always wanted to get everyone together and celebrate all the work it took to create the book,” said Katherine Pugliese, a sommelier, co-founder of the St. Croix Food & Wine Experience and editor of the wine guide in the cookbook, “With both Jane Watkins and Steve Bennett on the island at the same time, it was the perfect time.” 

Jane Watkins led the design, development, editing and printing of the book. Steve Bennett wrote the island guide sections of the book. Both Jane and Steve were born and raised on St. Croix. Jane Watkins, owner of WatkinsPR.com, lives in Miami. Steve Bennett, who is the editor of UncommonCaribbean.com, lives in Ft. Lauderdale. 

“It was more work than I anticipated,” said Jane Watkins, “It is because of the commitment and quick response from the chefs, bartenders and photographers that we were able to print this book before this years event. It was a true team effort. Something we all are very proud of and I am thrilled we are getting together to celebrate.”

Featuring recipes from Top Chef and Iron Chef contestants and James Beard and A Taste of St. Croix award-winning chefs, the St. Croix Food & Wine Experience cookbook is a keepsake full-color 9x9 cookbook and island guide to St. Croix. Recipes are from the island and celebrity chefs who participate in the St. Croix Food & Wine Experience, a fundraising week of events that support non-profits on the island, including the St. Croix Foundation. The book features more than 70 recipes, chef profiles, historical and cultural information on the island, and a guide to enjoying wine in the tropics. Recipes are from celebrity chefs including Govind Armstrong, Anita Lo, Tim Love, Kevin Rathbun, Ana Sortun, Roberto Treviño, and more than a dozen talented island chefs. The photography of the island, the events and food is story-telling and stunning.  The book is available on-island at Undercover Books, local restaurants and gift shops. 
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